
WHY LEARNING TIMES 

TABLES IS IMPORTANT?



The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils can 
recall their times tables fluently, which is essential for future 

success in mathematics. It will help schools to identify pupils 

who have not yet mastered their times tables, so that 

additional support can be provided.

Pupils knowing their times tables will make more complex 

mathematics like algebra and long division simpler to 

process and give children the platform they need to move 

on to more advanced mental arithmetic.



THEY HELP WITH MENTAL ARITHMETIC 
AND FACTUAL FLUENCY
Memorising times tables makes it far quicker 

and easier for children to work out maths 

problems mentally. 

They help children understand other concepts

• Secure knowledge of times tables support children’s 
knowledge of important mathematical concepts. These 
include fractions, percentages and even geometry (area, 
perimeter).



THEY CAN BE USED IN REAL LIFE

Knowing times tables isn’t just useful for tests – they also come in handy 
outside of the classroom:

How much would it cost to buy three comics which cost £2 each? 

Or how many chocolates are there in total if my four friends have five 
each? 



THEY INCREASE CONFIDENCE

Perhaps most importantly, memorising their tables will give 
your child confidence in their own skills. There’s nothing more 

grown-up than not having to use your fingers to work out an 

answer!

This confidence will help them in SATs and other assessments, 
and ultimately, ease their move into secondary education. 





Y6 SATS ARITHMETIC 



Y6 SATS REASONING



Y6 SATS REASONING





TOP TIPS - TRICKS



TOP TIPS - SONGS



TOP TIPS – VISUALISE IT!



TOP TIPS

Some Tips for Teaching Times Tables - Maths-Whizz

1. Focus on key facts that are harder to learn – have flash 
cards

2. Make sure they can walk before they can run. ...

3. Listen to some fun songs. ...

4. Stage a multiplication war. ...

5. Draw a Waldorf multiplication flower. ...

6. Quiz them regularly, but not incessantly. ...

7. Reward their efforts.

https://whizz.com/blog/fun-ways-to-teach-times-tables/


NUMBERBLOCKS



GUIDE

A GUIDE TO 

THE MTC



WHAT ARE WE GOING TO COVER?

▪ What is the MTC?

▪ MTC key facts.

▪ Preparing pupils for the MTC.

▪ Q & A time. 



INTRODUCTION

▪ The Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) needn’t be 

daunting!  

▪ For many pupils, it’s a fantastic opportunity for pupils to 

show off their fluency with their tables, which they’ve 

been practicing for years. 



WHAT IS THE MTC?

▪ The MTC stands for Multiplication Tables Check. 

▪ Set by the government, the MTC is an on-screen 

assessment designed to determine whether pupils are 

able to fluently recall their multiplication tables up to 12, 

through a set of timed questions. 



MTC KEY FACTS.

▪ There is a 2-week check window starting Monday 3rd 

June 2024 during which schools will complete the MTC 

with pupils in Year 4.

▪ Pupils will have 3 practice questions before the check 

begins.



MTC KEY FACTS

▪ The MTC will ask the pupil 25 random multiplication 

questions- they will not be asked division questions.

▪ Pupils will have 6 seconds to read the question, 

understand it, and enter a response. They will then 

receive a 3 second pause before the next question is 

shown. 



MTC KEY FACTS.

▪ Schools can decide whether the pupils take the test on a 

tablet or a computer, but there is no option to complete 

the test on paper.

▪ Teachers will have the flexibility to administer the check 

to individual pupils, small groups or a whole class at the 

same time.

▪ There is no pass mark for the MTC.



MTC RESULTS

▪ After the MTC window closes, schools will be able to 

compare their school average, with their Local Authority 

and National average.



PREPARING PUPILS : SCHOOL

▪ We practice times tables daily with our number sense 

times table scheme (since January 2024)

▪ Some children have extra session of times table practice 

if shown they are not at the level yet.

▪ early morning work of times table games, quick fire 

quizzes, etc...



PREPARING PUPILS : OUT OF SCHOOL

▪ Regular verbal times tables practice.

▪ Download the TTRS free app on to a home device.

▪ Play Times Tables Rock Stars 3 minutes a day.

▪ Complete the multiplication practice activity booklet (look 

out for it by Easter)



PREPARING PUPILS : OUT OF SCHOOL

▪ Identify gaps on their heat maps to practice.



Thank you for coming!

▪ Question time
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